




Is a vulnerable 
world 

teetering on 
the edge of a 

new 
Dark Age?



'They're just waiting for people to die to free up the beds': Aid 
worker’s plea for Australia to send military experts to help fight 

the deadly Ebola outbreak before it wipes out a generation. 

Labour’s spokesperson Catherine King called on Julie Bishop to 
send military support to Ebola affected countries. Australian 

army medics are trained to cope with germ warfare.                                         

They could help contain Ebola 
in West Africa 



Each day, new patients arrive at treatment 
centers, hoping their timing and symptoms will 

get them past the gate.



The number of reported Ebola cases is doubling 
roughly every five weeks in Sierra Leone.  But in as 
little as two to three weeks in Liberia. The number of 

reported cases globally is projected to reach 10,000 by 
the end of October.  The actual number of cases may 

be twice the official figure.



The James Hardie asbestos victim compensation fund is 
running out of money. Bernie Banton, was recognised as 

the face of the legal campaign against James Hardi





Photo credit: Emergency Room team, Maharaj Nakon Srithammaraj Hospital

Indonesia;Bicycle helmet law not including children.



A French deserter or spy faces the firing 
squad in this photograph from 1914/15. 



Before Honey bees 
are extinct

The massive die off of bees in the USA.  Obama 
should take  action to save the remaining bees 
by banning the use of neonicotinoid pesticides.
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% of deaths compared other causesThe economic recession
since mid 2009 reduced 

 road fatilities. 

Perhaps due to  increased
 fuel prices, less recreational

driving,  less truck traffic. 

Perhaps  less speeding due 
 to more economical and 

environment friendly 
driving.

 Perhaps  less risk 
taking as fewer young 
and the elderly drivers 

cut back driving 



Asia Pacific Region road traffic deaths 100,000 population 
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Double trouble as El Niño’s western cousin grows stronger in 2014
Over the past few months, a lot of attention has been paid to the 

potentially strong El Niño event brewing in the Pacific Ocean.  But there 
is  the potential for an emerging climate phenomenon in the Indian Ocean 
that could worsen the impacts of El Niño.  Bringing drought to Australia 
and its neighbours. The Indian Ocean Dipole has been shown to have a 

impact on rainfall in countries bordering the Indian Ocean. 

The main effect is drought in 
Australia,while east Africa floods. 



New Zealand Drought Index 1941-2013
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US Secretary of State, John Kerry, currently on a visit to India: 
Told Prime Minister Narendra Modi that India's refusal to sign a global 

trade deal sent the wrong signal. He urged New Delhi to work to resolve 
the row as soon as possible, according to a Reuters report. The report 
also quoted officials of developed countries discussing plans to push 
ahead with the pact by excluding India from World Trade Organisation. 



The report also showed men were more likely to 
die by suicide than women. In the developed 
countries they were three times more likely to 

die at their own hands.

High income countries

low income countries



Last month was the 
hottest May in terms of 

global surface temperature 
in a historical record that 
extends back 130 years. 
According to NASA, and 
with an El Niño forecast 

for the end of the year, we 
could see more records 
fall.  President Obama’s 
recent announcement of 

pollution controls on coal-
fired power generation is 
also an important step.

There where hopeful signs about the longer term. CO2 
emissions fell by about 12% in both USA and EU between 

2007 and 2012.  The reasons included the global recession, 
rising gas use and a shift to renewable energy sources.





Fracking's Waste Pit Emissions. The 
Health Effects are the Big Unknown



The chicken you eat
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USA?
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