BICYCLIZATION

BICYCLE BOOM

There -2 bicycle boom taking place in Australia. Sales for this
veur afe about 300,000 and theee has boen a twenfy per cent inc
rease 1n bacycle sales since 1971 with an incre asing numtser poing
Lo adulls each year. This s an on-going trend thal needs to be pl
anned for and encouraged a3 bicyeling is a non-polluting form of
Ltransportation, This article (s abaut the need for long term plana-
tng of bicycle facilities, infegrating the bicycle into the rail system
and making railway stations faf mare accestible o peaple

5o far hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent studying
how the car can be integrated into the public transport system but
not one cent has been spenl 1o show how the bicyele could be 3o
uged; despite the fact that in ten years there will probably be more
bicycles sold to adults each year than cars, Bicycles make it casy
to move around using one's own physical effort and this simple
fact should be analysed to see how it could improve the rail sysi-
em. For the same phyaical effost a cyclist can go between 4%
times a5 far as 3 walker on flal groend and three times as far in a
moderately hilly area, if the bicycle has gears. Many people do
not use the rallways becawse if is too far 1o walk 1o the station
and the services are too infrequent. The mass use of bicveles could
overcome both these problems in the long term, for thres reasons,
Firstly, many mare people would be able to get to the station con-
veniently as is shown by the map which is based on the asumption
that the cyclist will go three times as far a5 the walker. 11 was cal-
culsted that enly about 1 5% of Melbournes population are within
half a mile or seven and a half minutes walking distance from a
station, but over B5% are within seven and a half minutes cycling
distance of a railway station {one snd a hall miles). The other
interesting feature about this map is that it sthows how few people
are beyond twelve minutes cycling distance of a station; if you
mentally push out the cicular bowndarles, hal! = much again you
can casily see this, and many peaple who live over half a
mile [rom a station would have good access to two raillway lines,
nil jusi one

Secondly, many peaple living between % and ¥ mile from a stat-
ion would be able to get 1o the station so much more quickly that
off-peak uie of the railway by commuters would be vory much en-
couraged. Many people who are prepared to walk abakt Ymile 10
catch a regular train to the city would consider oo far Lo walk ta
gor by train Tor other punposes, however, if they got into the habi
of cycling to the station ii might be another matter

Thardly, the effects of the wide use of bicycles would generate
many more passengers during the peak and off~peak hours and 30
improve the overall efficiency of the railways, turning it into a
mapor growth industry with all the benefats that this implies.

This would allow the upprading of services and the provisaon of
mane express limes which in turn would atiract more passengers
The radway planners are aware of the large number of people be-
yond convenient walking distance of a station and they have made
limited and highly inadequate plans to cater for them, such a5 fn-
creasing the existing 12,000 car parking spaces to 15,000 i five
years, thereby providing for approximately 3,000 new pastengers
per year which is only one tenth the natwral increase in poapulation
per year, Meanwhile the volumne of motor traffic inereases by 3%
fezr yeur; it has to. The railways have no polickes likely 1o resul|
Jn more people uting trains more and thelr cass less

CARS DHOIMINATE

I public transpost ever did make a real comeback the sumber
af new passengers would be measured in hundreds and thousands
pet year and abviously there would not be encugh parking space
cxcepd for a Hay minority. Why then do they coniinee 1o prom-
ate this idea which, when coupled with the current favourable
public attitude Lo public transpost only results in idiothe siiuations

such as the local eouncils banming all day parking neat Glen Waver-
ley statbon? The counci] did this becauss the local streeis and
shopping centre parking spaces were full of commuters” cars and
COuEng preal mconvenience. 'We have 1o be realistic aboul eags -
they take up far tob much space and there i5 no cCOROMIC WY

of providing for them. After all one of the great advantages of

the railwags ix, that apart from being non-polluting, energy cons-
ervang and aboul twenty Bimes safler than cars per mide travelled,
they don't need the vast areas of storape space that cars do.

All that the Railways pretent policy is daing {s shifting the car
parking problem from the city 1o the suburban shopping centres
and resadential streets. 1t is not sofving the problem, just moving
it somewhere elie. If the public try 1o uie the railways this way
im Ehe futuee then more councils will bam all-day car parking for
commuters. To disillusion potential rail wests in this way, when
many of them are just becoming aware of the problems created
by the over use of the car, is just plain irresponsible. Depending
ofl the rack used between ten snd sixteen bicyeles can be stared
in the space of one car and thirty times &5 many in multi-stiorey
Hl!::“-“im‘li. The parking of bicycles i an easily manapeable pr-
afilem.

The car-train combimation not only has tse parking limitation
but it ties up the car at the station, which may be a hassle for the
one car family and encourages the expensive and wasteful pract
ice of owning more cars than is neccessary. The bike-train comb-
ination would need sale and @ ure storape facilities ot stations
which can easily and cheaply provided for about one pwemtisth
ithe eaoit of parking sssces for cars,

LONG TERM SOLUTION

Thie Dutch manage to wie bicycles all vear round, by using
water-proal clothing and they have much worse weather than we
have in Ausiralia. This is no problem for people who see the oo
mmunal benefit of eyeling What we should be trying Lo create
for future gencrationd i€ a non-violent passenger transportation
system that would reduce the death rate fo about one lenth of
what it is now and alio conserve non-rencwable resources for
future generations. It seems clear that bicycles and trains oper-
ating on theli own exclusive rights of way will be one means of
schisving thid abjective. In the large citics where the travel dis-
tances are ofton long, this transport sustem will be dominated by
public transport vehicles and not cars

If the private use of hicycles can be creatively planmed for and
wiegrated with the public ransport system, it should be possible
to bring about the withering away of our present state of depend-
ance on the private motor car,

RAIL ACCESS

I'm ned trying 1o suggest that using bicycles as feeders to rail-
way stations is the only solution - merely that from a long term
poinl of view il is very promising and preparatory work can be
dane now. If the bicycle-train combination can be encouraged
for the longer trips we make by car, thea [t will also promale the
use of bicycles for many of the short trips we also make by car.
Likewise, the increasime uss of the bievele fae recreational ourm-
GEES WLl encoifage peopie 0 Wse the Dicy¥cle (OF SITRIRAN T CoOmMm-
sl and in combination with the train. However feciliiles (of
the safe and secure storage of bicycles must be provided and s=ie
routes mapped sul 1o the local stations

Some peopls-may object to riding 3 bicyele on arteris! roads
because of the dangers. This ebjection can be overcome by [inding
safe foutes through quiel residentis] streety to the rallway 9ation
and By walking the bicycle over pedestrian crosangs on busy ari-
crial roads. Untid such time as the number of adult eyelists are 30
grcal that they can form an eflective lobby for exclusiwve hike wavs
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mediurm and long destance commuting will nat develop. This is
why the most contructive use of bicyeles now is in travelling short
distances through guict residential streets to the station and going
by rail to the destination, particularly the eiiy.

Apart from the provision of storage facilities there is a case for
the provision of bicyeles for hire at stations and the use of small
fold L 11'|'.'."!|' cles thatl could be carried on Ihe ”iiﬂi. o Lhat F'Elu'-']'!'lt'
with an access problem at both ends of their jourmey could gel qu-
ickly 1o thedr destination.

What is needed for the future is to stop building freeways or any
kim © of massive road comstruction and to starl work now on 3
master plan {or an tniegrated public transport network in whach a
safe syslem of hicycle routes throogh residential streets i planned

o connect with railway stations, kev bus and tram stops, 5 i
: : 4 , shopping
centred, sahools and feciones

Victotian railways and the Ministry of Transport need to da
thelr homework ahoui the tmplications of the bicycle boom,
studics shiould be ma-le of bicycle hiring, hire-purchase, siorape
facilities and insurance so that the cyclist could use his own orf the
rilway bieyele in conjunction with the train and connecling bas
services. This also applies to ex press bus services that could be c1-

exted 1o run on the existing freeways and highways and inieprated
with the rail iyitem
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Just as using the Ballway more can reduce the need for more,
bagger, wider and nadtier roadl, o the use of iniegrated bk feryice
makes beiter ute of the roads we have already gol. The $200,00
study ol the use of buses in Melboume commisioned by the YVict
aran Crovernment does noi include any mention of using the bic
ycle as a [eeder in 118 brief, that is why the money will largely be
wakied as it was in the studes done for the Wictorian Failways

Alen Parker




