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Here come the road monsters

Just when vou thought it was safe 1o
venture oul onto the roads state trans-
st ministers have Hrlrlﬂ1vl:l.| the latest
generation of super truck - "so0n 10 2
pond near vou'

The monsters arc known in the truck-
ing trade as B-Doubles and make the
northe tn Australion road rains look like
an ordinary semi. The B-Doubles weigh
£l tasnnes, carry almost twiee is much as
a normal semi trailer and are pulled
along by a massive 400 horsepawer
[T MOver.

The twe triler units are as long as 13
bicycles placed e 1o end and are even
more dangerous to riders than the al-
reudy missive trucks and trailers that
regularly wse our suburhan and oty
streets. Motorists may hiave problems
overtaking road trains but think what it
woldd be like bemg overtaken by one of
these speeding Juggornans

As a gencral rule the larger the truck
the more dangerous is 15 shpetrewm o
cyelists. A hig trsck does not have to hit
u ridker; the wind gust o olten powerful
enough to scnd the rider carcering oul
of controd off 1he road or under its gigan-
uc wheck

o resenrch hos ever been doné ante
the acradynumic effects of such large
vehicles on two wheebers. Both eyelists
and matorcyclists have a leginimate com-
plaint that their safety needs have been
blatantly ignored. The se-called Expert
Committee which conducted the review
of road vehicle limits in 1985 failed 1o
recommend the necessary rescarch,

Unfortunately there are so few roads
in Australian citics with adequate
curbside width 1o allow the bigger trucks
that a decision to approve them would
b @ blatam disregard of cyclists basic
rights 1o use the road. At prescnt the
transport burcaucrats plan to restrict
them to outer suburban ronds and coun-
try arcas allowing them into the subur-
han and inper city raads when public
onion has been softencd up

The hidden kong term strotegy behind
the introduction af these monsters i an
attack on the il system’s last bastion
bulk interstate freight. The mmack indus-
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try says that s new veliches will be safer
because there will be fewer needed (o
carry the existing load. However the
coonomie rationalists supporiing the
maove say that the most impartant thing
i their Favesur is that they will improve
productivity in the industry

I other words it will enable the major
freight eompantes to undercul the rail-
ways in their few remaining profitable
wreas and consequently we canm expocl
more B-Doubles not less. Using the
trucking industry’s wonky logic that
must make them less safe?

Perhaps the transporl minisiers
should sell of the milways to TRT and
Hrambles as soon as possible, That way
they can then drop ths charude of great-
er productivity amd let the privile secor
et into real aperational efficiency with
hcavy Tl That way the taxpayer can he
reliewed of the burden of subsidising the
damnge coused to romd system by higeer
and bagper trucks

There isan old saying that of the gov-
ernment can’t contral something then it
will make money from it Governments
will henefit in the short teem from in-
creased road fnxeson larger trucks so s
better fof them to make a buck gquickly
thit way because they can'l make money
the way they currently run their rail-
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