The tri
fo wor

Census data reveals unsustainable trends

by ALAN PARKER

NE Australian Buarcas of Statistics’ §

yearly natsomal census gives us the masd

accurate dats on e Australians travel
to work, an excellent indication of peak Joad-
if o6 ot transpant system;, and the conirba-
ey ol bwcycle commumuting:

Thas article draws on data from the 1976—
1 cenmuses. Thess show move male and fe-
miabe acults cycling o work, The trends show
alio that the way the overall transport gysicm
m evolving is not ecologically sustanable.
Change must occur for our goverments to
et seir commitments i reduce grecnlioisse
cmtsaons in the ransport secor.

Hote that the Census data applees oaly 10
thie iy the ofTictally defined work foree — 7.1
million people & 1991, 5.5 million of wham

winrked oulside the home oo cemius day, Trips
|4 AUSTRALIA

BITYCLTNG AND THE
QROHTH OF DRIVING.,

COHMUTING T0 WORE 1976 TO 1991. ABRS CENSOS.
ALL HODES EXCEPT TAITS. MOPEDS L WOTOR CTOLES
WHICH BAVE DEEN OWITTED FOR CLARITY.

BICYTCLIND AND CTiiER
EHERGT SAVING AOULES.
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BICTCLE TRIFS TO WORK IK 1.000s
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Al
by students are not | 3
counded, nor are thode 2
by the provwing sy af - 25 )
part-time workers if | & |7
they did nol travel 1o | *
wirk on census day. ETITERLT
The motorised
commuter

1986 1991

FOTED ThE Llé&dd J1A& Tof fewmale Brishasns opeiiols van ssa]iisd -
far clarity. Thers wersd MW grelisin bp 1978 and 6% Ln 5990,

The dada te=ll us ihsi. in
Australia each weekday, 3,65 million single-
occupant cars, plus BO0000 vehicles with
e than one oooupan, iravel to workjplaces,
Thas bams 4 mallicn licres of petrol and
creates 5000 onnes of carbon diazide, mak-
m a large cootribution 1o Australia’s green.
s gas emissions

The pomey o werk alse comurmes lme —
the bigger the city, the loager the rip takes, kn
F920 it averaped over an boir for Sydney and
Melhoarme, up from litle more tan W0 man.
utes in 1976, This has pur oot workplaces
beyond easy cycling distance, and creatad
sbreasdial musin road rid-

Between the *16 and
"9l eensases, Austral-
1a's population in-
crcased 2RI mallion,
The workmng population
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rose oy 132 millson,

due 10 unemployinent,
carly pelirement and &

nificanl chamge since
1976 has been the
B4 1,006 Encrease in car
commuters, E6% of
whom were women.
| The prowing female
| work foece, with 1s
stronp prefeeence for
driwing, is bevoming the
dominant elernent inthe
market for passenger
ErEnpoi Ao,

The decline in all the
mowe energy effscient
brarsport miodes exoepd
cycling is sbeovwm i (g~

1976 1581 1986 1991

1976 1981 1906 19 tre 1. There is linke

) aiam & mmj comfort o be drawn

from growth im com-

musier cyclimg, (figure 2, ahove),

Fublsc transpost useys dropped by [ £7,000,
Even informal shasing of cans declined with
the average passenger nambers droppiag from
12t in 0976 w0 1.15 in [991, Despite car
sharing schemes in vasiogs states, the fall in
paizenger Nigures is unlikely 1o be reversed
willsaill a financial or Ly, incentive,

Oiptimigsts have sugpesied ik, in future,
poople will increasingly work 8 bome. Censgis
daia, howeves, show p decpease of home work -
ers, from &2 1 000 s 376,000 in 1991

Projecting the dsia o 2001 supgesis the
wnrestrained demand for car travel will put &
endllicen myoee cars o the mosd in rush hour and
public transpart will redoce in basic servioss.

Anstralisn povemnments are loath loimposs
any of the mape of consraims on dermand for
privage car travel ghat have worked well over-
seas. Moreower they are al pains o eliminse,
through new rosd and ear park projects, the
inevitable constraants on car travel of conges-
G and parkng lbdtations,

b comnibracs around the workl Fuve msoved
io ke petier use of their car, train, bus, tram
ke lbmwkfmwmm&ﬁ
iransport ysicm by the single oooupard car,
Withowt major changes 10 Australia's trans-
ot policies, it is clear the continuation of past
tremds will entrench our wnsastzinable trans-
poit syslenms mote doeply and severely limid
the fumure of bscycle transpon in Australia,

What workd best icycle transpon practice
ahows 16 that bicycles can be inlegrated o
more encrgy elficient trensport sysiems o
make significant reducticons i carbon dioxide
andl odher emdssions. To determine how Lo
make thal happen here we must know wihy
there is so litle commuter eyeling in Luoge
panis of ous citees and, bn pantbaular, why so few
women cycle wo work.

Sex constraints to cyding

Iy P91 ] A4S 000 weonsen deove @ i 10 woek
while caly 175900 cychad, Why do B0 wamen
choose 1o drive for every onc who cycles?
There are three women in the workforce for
every four men, a mtio far from sefleciod in the
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numbers of women cyeling o work.

Figure 2A shows there are nearly fowr male
niders for EVERY fermale rder. Between il
capital cities if varmcs a bot (figue 28) and
wiklian metropolilan areas it vanes shll more,
witla raro a disparate a5 17 1o | (Fitroy end
Bax Hilly, Sydncy has a male-to-female ratio
ol T, probabdy duwe foils memow snd heavily
trafficked Berl lanes and hilly termain. Pesh,
where e raled ot 4 10 1, 5 much fagier with
e eonveneent back moaies

Fudly subwirbss and longer u'ip dastances are a
significant disancemtive 1o cycling. Ancther
Eactor in that many women are unwilling 1o
warrk up a sweat on the way 1o work. There ae
fewer comvensent back romes n hillly areas
since main roads have claimed the ndge tops.

The rise of the
armoured personnel carrier
Why, in the 15 years 1o 1991, &id 79,000
waTieF St siag paibilic transport and 723 000
mare of them choose i drive? The anrwers are
in women's greater participation in the work-
force and their peroeptson of what is the safiest,
sl cnivonsont way 1o pet lowork, Scange as
il may soem b cur male sexist ransport plan-
ners, thess perecpibons are dalferent tothose of
men snd are pow powering the trend owands
Encrexsing molorizstion of our socsely.
Female perocptions of personal security,
when walking or cycling. al stations or on
pubdic tramsport, are pantly responsible for the
decline of public transpor and the growth of
carcomnmuting. A pocd example is bMelboume's
rail sysicm that has been puit o decline by

women's fepection of dirty, thresteneng, graf-
fiti-covered sations. In the outer subuhs a
long walk o ibe ssaon on dead wreels, or
waiting for a buas m a badly bit, lonely place
enakes a botof women insecane. [ is noswrprise
chat im Melbouirme froem 197610 1591, 148 000
mode Winmen diode o work, 000 lewer av-
elled by train and only 460 more cycled,

Civven the predicted high levels of unem-
ployment im all States well past 2000, it is
likely there will be increased unemployment-
generaled crnime, resulieng in concem fof peer-
somal sccunty affecang people’s wamsport
chaices, This will be disastross for publs
tarsport, car pooling. walking and cyelmg
and pasticularly ba for wonsen cyclists who
fee] more vulnerable wn rafTic than men,

The beis pollating forms of travel could
compete wilh cars Tor a proporien of ghe irips
1o wisrk, bl nod when the car s also uiﬂlh:,r
mod wormen (and some men) s an Emotired
periomnel carrier. Meanwhile, in well-man-
apod pverseas transport Sysbams 3 much Iuw
proportion of women use bases, rams, irains
and bicycles or walk to works o encourage
eyclung we must make pabdic ranspon and ous
urban environment more wser friendly,

Growth in bicyde mmnuilng
is not fast

ﬁmi.ﬂmlm ircrease in bicycle
conmmsuting froen 56,300 m 1976 10 92,500 in
19491 but the 54% figee 12 ol o meascure of the
relative prowth bocaise of the growth o popu-
Lstion during this perbod. Expressing bicycle
trips a5 3 peroenfage of all inps 10 work on

chart 3 i a bedter measiere of change. 1n 1976
1.1 1% ol trips 1o wodk wepe by bicycle whach
rose b L6 in |91, an increase of S0%
Linformenately, overall growih rates when b
ken down by “capital ciy”™ and “rest of the
State” show very different growth rales and
pantecubagly in Melboumme, Sydney and Ad
elaide, bicycle comamiling IS ina rul, As note
o figare 1, bad wesbser i Victoria distorec
the data, dragping the nalional fipures lower

in provincial cilies the growth rafe is misch
higher. In Tosmaville and Rockhamgtion bl i
ad high as 7%, alevel typical of most Europear
cilses in whach there are few bicwele faciles
but o bt less tham northem Eurogean calbes
where extenave hcycle (ailities are pro-
vided. {In ihe Metheglsnds, 300 of all the trips
b winrk mie by beyele )

Overuse of cars is unsustainable
The drift o increased motonsation is had an
the resubis of the 1996 Census are going ic
prove 1o the workd thal Avstralia has pot met
EROT 15 £V poing Lo mect, ils Bio commitiment
The solaison 15 ko encourage the pmqhal'.]l
the mime enevgy-efficient formms of ranspon
mniaa viable sysiem, The protilem is there 13 nc
mationalfsiate plap to do this asd neither om
povermamenl mor apposition intends haveng one
Indecd, the Mickey Mouse precahouse gas
reductEon peograms of e Fadoral, MSW end
Viciorian govamments wall not smpact on the
tremd bowands an mdreating by maionised sock-
ey bocsuse they lack fundsd programs foe
changing anything. Unfortuaiely ihe Maticnal
Bicycle Strategy suffers the seme delecti
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W Bmn of rn!rl fell before Yam and ir. was vlnd:.- with shovers on the

rest of Census day.




