The safest roads

are
out of bounds!

In most Australian states bicycles are banned from using [reeway
break-down lanes. In some cases the alternative roads are badly
congested and badly surfaced, yet road authorities persist with
their arbhitary prohibition of ecyclists on these freeway ‘salety’
lanes. The results of a new study completed recently in the freeway
capital of the world, California, show that in most cases freeway
type roads are actually safer for cyclists than normal main roads. In
this look at the cyclist-on-Ireeway issue Alan Parker® suggests that
the reasons for the ban may not be based on logical reasons at all.

Cyclists are banned hom using 167
Ellometres of MN.5W, feeways and
314 kilometres of Yictorian freeways
which the mad and construction
suthonties [CRB, 19E1) clatms are
five times safer per mile tavelled
than other main roeads

Freeway bans are a major infringe-
ment of the basie eyelist’s rghts ol
cijual access o all roasls established im
Auvatralian eommon law and eraffic
law as a colomal spin off from the
1888 highway act in the UK

There are many examples of how
freeways force cyclists to vse longer
rouies that are more dangerous,
which is why we must re-establish
the cyclists r:ighr. to all roads taken
away from us in the filites by poad
construction aathorities who wene
given the power to create bylaws that
banned cyclists

For example, on the route from 5t
Kilda to Mewpon the Westgare Bridge
cannod be wsed and the old rowte on
meain mads through the City and
Fortscray is about five times less safe
per mile travelled. On this foute the
cyclist has to ride twice as far =0 that
this trip 15 about ten times less safe

The present policy of banning
cyelists from the salest roads 15 ac
tively discouraging bicycle use and
contradicts the policy of encousaging
bieyele wse of both the M.SW. and
Victoran governments. Both govern-
ments have proven equally ineffective
in making the Hoad Constracton

Authority of Victoria and the N.5.W,
Department of Main Rosds do what
responsible road bailding authorities
inn places like Callfomia have been do-
ing for years,

The only argument put forward w
justify banning cyclists from freeways
in Wictoria is that high speed roads are
dangerous for cyclists. This is absurd
as cyclises are not banned from high
speed roads which are dangerous but
thiase high speed soads thar have a2 2.5
or 3 metre wide safery lane separated
from the other vehicular wralfic lanes
The real reason for banning cyclists
has nothing o do with safety, but bs
histarical in origin going back to the
time when Calilomian Freeway
designa were capied willy nilly by im-
mature Australian road engineers who
had never built any before.

The mislern [recway, ealled an
Autobahn in Germany was one of
Hitler"s creations taken aver by the
Americans who built more of them in
California than anywhere else in the
wogld, The Californians know mare
about freeways than anyone else as a
Consequence. Mow that
the Califorsian government has
developed a fair and safe policy for
bicycles om Freeways, the Australian
road authorities don't want o konow
ahbout it

It is vital for :ycllsu o femember
that the rght of road construction
authorities to ban cyclists was acver
discussed debated or amived at from
any serious consideration of cyeclist

needs in the fides anywhere and the
legal powerd were hidden away in acts
of Parliament drafted and written by
|:1|,.L'|':.:|,:||.-rl|:1. whi Fust wanted [0 Eet
cyclists out of the way, a3 if they did
not exist. This happened in Califormia
and Ausiralia during the 1950's bt in
Californis, lohn Forester and organis-
ed cycling groups ook political action
o change the sircation in the seven-
ties, and this is what Awseralian eyel-
ing organtsatbons have to do now.

In the middle seventies the Califor-
nian trexnsport end highway englmees-
ing bureau started to take cyclists
right to equal access seriously. They
also wanted o make their contribu-
ton to encouraging cycling as the
Government of California had
declared cycling to be beneficial 1o the
individual and society,

The Highways Divisions of the
Califormian Department of Transport
conducted a three year trial in which
400 kilometres of freeway was opened
0 cyclists. There were no acchdents.
The decision to allow the wial 1o take
places was based on the principle that
bicyles are wehicles and therefore
cannot be banned from public reads
anless that road is actually dangesous

The three year trial showed con-
clusively that freeway safety lanes are
safe for cycling and of benelic {or the
same reasons freeways are of benefit
10 mMolorisis

I. The freeway is safer than the alter-
native route

1. The freeway is @ more direct and
convenient route

3. The [reeway salery lane i3
separated from the motor vehicle
lames and a more pleasant cding
experience than the altermative
FoOuiLe,

4. Freeway on and off lapes can
generally be crossed by experienc-
ed cyclists with less risk than
most main roads they are permit-
ved o use,

Cyclists are still not allowed on
many pre-1971 Urban Frecways with
VEry IrEqqut ramps  for salery
reasons, however the Califomian
Department of Transport is slowly
and surely providing alternative
means of access and cyclists are pro-
vided for on all new bridges.
[(Caltzans, 197&]. In addition o the
freeway safety lanes 1.1 to 1.5 mctre
wide, sealed edges forming a narrow
bike lane are provided om 3,500
kilometres of mural highw.l].'sl which
has greatly encouraged bicycle tour-
g

By the year 2,000 cyclists will be
baoned from about 400 km of
freeways in MN.SW, and 500 km of
freeways in Victoria. This will pre-
vent cyclists from using the safest and
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most direct routes to capital and
major  provincisl cities, A simmilar
sttuation will apply in all ather states

Cyeclists are banned from British
Freeways (Motorways] but in the
LK. cyclists were much beter ofl,
with sepazate bike paths alongside
major brwdges and tunnels being pro-
vided and when a British Preeway
r:pl::ﬂl am old road it was lefr fmtace
for cyclists 1o use

In rural Victoria the I’:c:wq‘& il
sorted sections of the ald road during
their construction so that the old road
route was not available 1o use. The
roads mear Ballan and Werribee have
been twmed into [reeways thus block-
ing main rogd foutes 1o majos provin
cial cities

In Melbourne the Eastern Freeway
safety lames are the safest |.'1|.'-'.'|.|n5
routes East from the City Centre of
Melboume and the alternative roads
for cyclists are both inconvenient and
dangerous in comparison. The
Tullamarine and MLI.|$I.I.‘I[E Freeways
are also H\'IH!d direct routes that are
MNO-WAYS lor cyclists.

In Melboume the bicycle paths
built 1n the South East of Melbourne
do not connect with the Yarra River
bikepath, because the CRB has buile
the South East Freeway with no altes-
native means of access {or bicycles

Until such time as the Rosad Con-
struction Authoricy provides the link
between the Yarra Biver bike path and
on the new arterial foad planned fog
the Gardners Creek walley cyclisis
will be further disadvantaged com-
pqn:d o Melbournes motoris

The State Bicycle Committee of
Vicroria has a p-|:-|i.|.";.I {5: ot M., 197E)
af allowing cyclist aceess o the
Westgane Bridge, subjcct to ceftain
restrictions, but as yet there is no
policy om cyclist use of freeway safety
lanes

The Bicyele Institure of Victoria®s
campaign 0 B30 ACCEss D the
'||'|'i,-5.|;g:,||r, H;lﬂgn will be renewed
again in 1984

What the State Lovernment must
realise is that the Westgate Bridge is
the bi;g_f':l; and best shosicui ever
built in Melbourne and we demand
our right 1o wse it

The Bicycle Instivute has supgested
that the WVictorian Minisier of
Transport change the appropriate Act
to remove the power to ban cyclists
irom freeways, The act of Parliameni
cstablishing the Country Roads Board
in 1958 is mow under review follow.
ing the resrganisation of the mupistry
of Transport and the creation of the
Road Construction Authority |RCA)
and the npew RCA Act 1984 has to be

drafied so a5 to recognise the cyclist's
Hﬂl-'i to use all roads long established
in Australian common law and traffie
law. The |1,'.H,i|. contradiction between
the TRB and common law must be
removed

The Bicycle Institure will be asking
thie Mimister for Transpore 1o issus
two ministerial directives as follows
[1) so provide foe the bicyele as a vehi-
cle amd recognbse the cyelist's legal
right to use all roads as embodied in
Common law and traffic law.

[11] o prepare a pl.:lll [ 'I:-u::,.'l.'l-t'
access 10 the Wesigate Bridge based
on the Bicycle Institute's and State
Bicycle Committes proposals
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