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EIHDUSTRY Commission{1C) Repon
on Urban Tranapard will significenaly
influgnce the fulure of tramspon
plamning in Australia, especially given the
recenl move by the Australian Transpon
Commultee todevelopa oo-ordinated national
transport policy
aome popd pews gk (har 1he 10 repart i
peppered with gquotations from cycling
gAnaskiens and the six recommendalions
in the jomnl sebmissesn by the Bicycle
Federateon of Australia, Town and Couniry
Plamning Association, Bicycle Indusiry and
Traders Association and the Bicwele Retailees
{Cyclist, February—March) are printed im
full, An 1l-page chaptef, much mope
comprehensive than in the [aterim report, is
'-rh.'cif-...'lllh devoled to ibe fetds of eyl
The Commission™s twa ke I-.|.\_'.I..\_'||.-|!,l_
recommendatsng ane asdollows
application of cost benefit analysis to

all wramsport investment decision making.
incarparating 1be full range of alicraatives

— full consideration hl.' EIvEn 1o Lhe
patential role of cycling in transpon amd
urban parning

The furst shoubd ensizre tramspart decisions
maximise communiy benefis such as
Improved accessibiliy, mohilily and safety
i cwclisis in the most oost-effective amd
cnvitenmenially sound way. The secomd
should resall m comiderstion of cyeliats’
needs in developmenis sech as roads,
iranipari  interchanges, residential
wubdivisions, educational institutions, city
shopping precimcts, and suburban relail
cenires

The difference between these
mcommendations and those in the imegim
report 15 that cvcling earms a mention and
cwclisis’ needs are ho longer mined wp with
thoss of pedesifians

&b Cyelist August—September 1994

These excellent recommendat 1, if acted

wpnm, are hikely o fesull in & much highee

i

lewel of funding lof bacyele facilities 1kan

our recommended one per cest of road
jurding. The commussianers seemed peeved
thal so few ol the cyclivts grving evidenoe
appreciaied that the above seg
were & betler way of WA [unds [rosm
EOovEmmeni |.'r.';|.1r|n'.= nis W hio move fautinely
use econmmIss o do costbesel -.'u._||.:-:
"-1jll.ll1_|: cyclipg pan of ke prscess af
economic evalusltion aad mainstream
framspori planning 5 befler than owtright
Tumding in 1he form of quotas. This will only
happen, however, with an injection of
falional fesodrces, as embodied ia ihe
Metherlands Master Bake Flan, o des clap
the tech nkjacs for Inegraling peayvision fog
cyvchimg. Af present, a number of lransport
apencies have a poor record on this and,
mare genersily, o6 :.|k|||R dccouni of
“externalities”, such as social and
envirenmenial costs and benefis of transpon
|E'Ill-\.|f!.

CETImE 3 s

As e packege of measwres favoured by
the 1L, “Fetorm: an Inlegrabed Approack™,
5t mosd emiportant pam of the epod,
siaes, “Awstralia’s arban trapspoet sysiems
aie falling far short of their potennal
cofitfhialyen 19 the ccostmic and social well
Beimg of our cises. Theee are po “galck
fiees’ avaslable™ It them poes on, in the
wecinin, “Starling ihe Keform Process™, 1o
ate (p. 274},

“The nmeeds of cyclisis and peesdesirians
shoulid be given higher priotity in tramsport

Manning, Speedy implementation of ihe
Mational Bicycle Strategy would go a long
way o ephancing he mole of what sre, after
all, the anly non-palluting modes, There s 5
nced todranslate agneed principles into xction
such a5 increasing the mumber of hicycle
singage [acilaiies al tralm slathors.”

Lhher peneral recommendations whick will
Benclit eychists are listed in ibe section,
“Priosbes for BRelosm™. The '."|'||||'l|.v.|||al_ [RR]
al its Si dlems are importani for cyelisis (p
268 ):

* RIVIDE the inwisietions involved I8 arbas
tramipor planming well defined objectives
and

* greating a clesner environmen

The first of these will enable specific
obgectivesiobe sddedinihe Matkonal Bicyele
Strategy, which is in need of the kind of
specilic objectivesinthe Metherlands Bicycle
Master Plan. The Netherlands Plan {which
hzs the sreapih of belng part of the overall
Mational Ervironmeni Flan) has a '.pc-.'i':'..'
ohyective of neneasing bicycle journeys by
M. It pays specific attention 1o providing
mare meycle shorl cuts and direct routes in
arban areds with high congestion costs

Coming toibe carefully worded second [C
priopsty, o s imporiand io nole the concern
with “dirty™ sir pollutants while sull ignoeing
the “clean” catbon dioxide emissions which
contribate b global warming

wWhen you consider the limited
environmental perspective of the Indusiry
Commrdion and tke [atlere of the I'u-.':.._'l'f
movement o present Bard economic



arguments for cyeling. cyeliss have done
wery well [rom the feport.

Generally the repart is also an excellend
data sowrce. Unforfunately, there §s a
misleading table {p. 261 ), sbout the safety of
cycling using six-year-old dats provided by
the Federal Office of Rosd Salety. This
appears in the chapter on cyching and
owerstates the safedy problem, The figures in
the IC repori against the most recent 1993
figures are shown helow,

Fatality rates per million vehicle km

Wehlcle 1988 1993
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[‘.y:lmg has become measurably saler
There were 8T fatalities in 1988 compared to
4% in 193, despite an increase in the mumbert
of bacycle kilometees travelled from 1.95
ballion km dm 1988 1o 2.2 billlon km in 159493,
With an estbmated increase in the Australian
bicycle Meet from 4.2 millions in 1968 10 4.6
million n 1993, the bicycle fataliny mie pey
1000 mmillin Isdeyche kem i 1993 b now moch
lerwer than 0 mos) other countries and the
same as the Metherlands death mte. Bicvcle
falaliy ratcs have been dropping fasier than
car fatality fales and sre now one-seventh
whal tbey were in 1970 kn terms of exposure
per ki,

The Federal Oifice of Road Safeiy's misuse
of data fo deter eyeling is completely
imesponsibibe. In Australian capital cities the
bicyele is needed fos sustainable mobility, It

can replace two-fifibs of the 40% or so of car
irips lasting less than 10 minwes and enlarge
ikt catchmenl srea of trank public transport
rowtes. Using the same amowunt of human
effont, the bicycls tavels theee times the
distapor amd sccesses fem fkmes the ares
walking does.

Mlass use of bieyeles as a means of pisbde
transpart acoess is the oaly practecal way 1o
make public transport work In a very low
density wrban envimonment. The 1C suppart
for bicycle acoess to rail and muach needed
storapge [acilifees is therefore a welcome
develepment.

It miust be said that the [C report ignores
ccologically wasustainable trends in
Ausaralian tramspon. This isan issee of public
concern, Polls clearly show Awssiraliams,
despite unemployment woes, want ac1bos of
bath local and ghobal environmental ssues,

Unsustainable transport
trends in Australia

The I Report {atls o recogaise thal bicycling
can be &5 bmportanl as public transpon in
Aaistralia®s capital cities,

The repon contains po trend-breaking
recammendations that will stabilise C0:
emissions, let alone reduce them as Ausiralia
promited when ot ratified the Eneerrational
convention on climate change. [ndeed,
grecnhouse emissions from passcmger
tramsport may e by 20%! The climate
change conventbon refers specifically 1o
encouraging high occupancy transpon,
walking and eyeling.

There is nothing inthe Report 1o amest the
decling of public trapspost fof b0 addiews
pedestrian needs speciflically, The only
radical propesal, snad For this the 1C deserves
credil, is imtroduction of eleciranic raad
pricing inseverely congesied arcas. Al besl,
this will only slow unsustainable transport
tiends. By comrasi, the MNethedamds will
soon apply road pricing as part of a
comprehens|ve package of measures
designed 1o stabilise per capita disiance
vravelled ar 1986 levels and meel car travel
needs with & smaller fleel of more energy-
efficient, less polluting cars made [rom
recyclable malenals. In its Bicycle Master
Flan, the Netherlands displavs a clover
“heirses For courses” approsch, using beyeles
i help improve the efficiency of both roal
amd rail syslems. It contributes bo & Nexible
and balanced fransport system such 38 can
never be schieved while cars dominate.

Mamy Australians arc cosccrmod aboal
being locked imo using cars ibey know are
polluting with no alternative means of
transpor avallable. They arc aware that
spaceship Earth is one wehicle we all travel
on together and B has 1o be malntained and
kept in good conditbon for gensrations o
come. People thetefore suppon Australis
being a signatory te the climste change
comvemtion. Yei meither the IC nor the
government is faking a lead in providing
people with an ccologheally sustainable
transport sysiem and honouring oar
inteimationsl ohligatioms.




