A Keynesian
approach to
civilising our cities
and building
bikeways

by ALAN PARKER

RIME Mlinister Faul Keating has

ciatablished a high leve| allvisory

proup, © illed the Commillee an
Emgioymenl Opporbunifies. (o recommenid
wayt of restoring full employment. | have pat
in a submession calling for $ 100 million 10 be
spent over three years by hocal povermment bo
build bikeways in ourmapor cities. Acconding
b prevailing economse rationalis! argament,
job creation schemes, particalarly those for
building bikeways, are ol to be encouraged
However, | will show thas bikeway building
propcis make pood economic sense and age
in sccordance il ihe thinking of one of ihe
greatzst econdma sy ad all ume. Jobhn Mavnand
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Keymes snd ibe Green economists whobelieve
that ecologically sustainable development is
praciacal and possible 10 achieve

Urban bikewsy petworks mre THTEE G FRT
latare componcnis of any sustainable
Iranspon £y #em II'I.dJ.h'_'«'E||'|=||_'|-|| 11 MO
away [fom the curreni wasteful and
usustachable transpodt sysiem. The bicycle
Eveiticid has fo wse every opporiunity be ged
thediy baiilt and now s ihe tme for o major
fobbying effon before the current povermmssnt
lises power. The instiuwisonal mechanisms
musl b2 set in place

“It was done before, and it
«an be done again®™
My idea s o “fast track™ the building of
bike way nelworks and provide work |-||q,'\.-\.1t:|
for the long term wnemploved. Most of the
funds would be wsed for building bikeways,
with small grants to 26t up bikeway planning
ieams al state level (o 2yt local cous JII'.
withoud the resources b sury ey amd desepn
bakeways snd 1o negotiate land puschase

Huilding bikeways is very labour imentive
and cowsld f.'|||||-\.|_'\_.. a lot of people l]'lll\.‘hl:u
around [2,000 semi-skilled long term
unsmployed workers, (herwiac, the high
profitdow job recovery will lead 10 a social
disasies ak shown in the graph

I 1984 the Commonwealih Employmemi
Proprass (CEP) incloded 380 small hikew ay
progocts costing 328 million and employing
150 people, identifying a ot of good councils
o implement such works. It should work
even better ihe secomnd Lime arourd
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What pecdi 1o be buili larpely exiids s
lines on bikeway metwork maps in local
povermsivenl hike plans. The job is to design
the bkeways and put them on the grownd

In 1984 when a d-person beam was sef up
by the Vicioran Minisiey for Transpon 1o
aapst local councils o spend $2m, i ensened
ihat the $2m was spent on what really neaded
1o be done. | was the bike planner s
drafiuman working with a manager, civil
enginccr and a typist, 3o thal proved 1o me
what can be done. Several such leame need
bix B gt up wilh el Crealion h:.' sdnte hecycle
commilices

The phisiographa of the nonhern cveleway
from Waollopgone dlustrate what was .j-:-,-|-|_'
in |98586 with CEF funds by Wollongong
City Council. The bike sy mum along 5 km
of pnieresting coastbice, wilh seven bike/
pedesirian b |{'|". acroms fivers amd creeks,
OpCing up » Conlonssas roule ;|h_||-|:_l ceveral

sabmifha

Job ¢reation: a historical
perspeclive

Exonomic rali iAlisls wi Eovermmend lave
et only put a millien people out of woek
they have wiped out thowssads of



FACING PAGE and RIGHT: Three views of
Ifhe cypeleway north of Wollpngong, NSW.
Phales by Alan Parker.
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Mood into the country. Accodeng 1o the
Australian Tnstitute of Crimincelogy.
unemployment-generated crime will in tum
creale problems years feom mow with senious
crime bevels much higher than today

Aumirghan citpet are some of the bexi in
the world m which o live bat Fsing crims
levelscreate e pative penceptions of personal
salely and security which are pot Eood [
cycling. There s 0 productive cconomic
opptunaty bere that we are failiig mascrably
i take -I-d'-llﬁ-;;l: of, When one mullion
brains amid pairs of hands are idie, it merely
creates a bieeding grownd lor the dark side of
privaie ememprise, when whal we should be
daeng 18 urming he probdem anoand o boeld
better citics. Building bikeways is not the
l.'lll!}r thenig that should be done, Tar from i,
but it ks & step in the righi direction
FI:HW|Mrl:|-.rbul=3l:tnmum1I1mecqmm|r
ralisnalises, andeed, the lasd few years has
convinoed many Australians that what they
stand for is ot rational, socially equmh-:l-u:-
narecologically sustainable. Fortunately. the
ratrinalists” overnding influence in Canberra
may be on the decline.

Ecomonusts of a Keynesian disposiiion sre
now bong lisdened lo it will be years
belore 1he Creen economisis in favour of &
conserver society and environmentally
sustainable development gain muoch
influence. Keynes' sdeas fommed the basis of
full employment in postwar El|.|||;|1'|{'_
Auvusiralia, New Zealand and Canada. One of
Keymes' disciples was prime minisier Ben
Lhifley wha had 10 make Awnstralia
mdusirally sell-sufficient and {ind work (o
SN0, retuming Auwstralisn soldiers afies
WWIL This he did and Eobeni Menzes
comsidated those achievemenis Ihn]m:
their difference, they were both national
builders and Kevmes lives om bn their
achievement

I drow this histoncal paralle] Becaise of
another similzrity 1o 1944, Ausiralia’s
national debd was = bad =5 0t s tonday as a
percentage of GDFP and Keynes® thinking
helped Chifley and Menzies o reduce iL
Today jobs have 1o he found (o 800,000
leng-lerm upemplayed and owr national dels
of 5180 ballion has io be reduced. The only
ilimg we kmnow f(or cerain (s that it was the
addvice of economac ratbomnaleits which broughi
us this mess H:L}'L‘lr transpaialstn can
reduce car aned fuicl imports and reduce
wasteful use af cars, 50 we can s we ane
part of e solution. | make no apalogy for
projrasang a Beynesian approach to bicyche
planmng and provision

Bikeways, depressions, and
design of livable cities

In livable cilics, we need close-knit bikeway
petworks for the most efficieni and
environmenially sound form of imnspor ever
invenicd. The futare threat of resource
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Proposal to the PM’s
Committee on Employment

Opportunities

On behalf of the Town & Country Planalng Association (Vic), the Bicycle Federatlon
of Australla, the Blcycle Industry Traders Association and the Retall Cycle Traders
of Awstralla, Alan Parker put two proposals to the Employment Opportunities

Committes.

E PROPDSALS wern desigred o assist
1 Cmumetlen’s comiral nims of masimarm
susthinable economic growth and roduceng
the numbor ol long-lem whemplayed. The
propotals are alsd ccologically sustanable
and would implemen] 8 Koy pail o the
goariemend ES0 pnd Gresnhouse Strategios
this Matonal Bicyele Stlsgy
The subvmetsion asked foe $ 100 mellion o bo
S0l asce o buld hikeways ower the noxt three
waafs and thal, b ensung road aushonbes Build
ecyclo-sale roads, funds are Bed o bicycle
tacilities =0 they cannol be chamnalied imo
anything lse

1994./95 budget proposal

1. 534 million tied grants tolocal gosarmmant
Tar buiiding bikeways Mainly ol -road laciises
L Provide the means to imploment tho
Mational Bicycta Stealegy. Establish a Federal
e of Bicycle Transpor, with @n annual
budgel of $2m lor projecis and resoarch ol
mational signilicance mnd for 1% of the road
lunding Gllczatad W aach siabs lo be tied o
provision of bicycle facilitios oo moads by e
el SO Funttion Aulfodibes,

Labour infensive peosdcts willh high beneil

ol rabeds liop bopwnys, and oyche Racillios
persarally, should be lunded out of gowarnmanl
reyenue Docause 1he environmenlal
axiarnalies of the projects are posdive
According o The Industry Commesiaon, i
banefticos] mhakysis was appled peopary in
NESOEENG RN por propoasts, Mode would be
iy problam wilh bicycha progects. howoyvor, this
haus rengly happenad im tha pasl In &y lBass
o planning approach (o passengor iranspon,
mcychy lacilies will recaive prionty. Tho
problem is thal leasi-cost planming has reresr
gl Apphied 16 Iranapa progects n Australia

Thaso bikewny pojecls &re 40 labour
sifondang Thal 1he wunemployment bonadils
s0wpd, phes Thi kong-ldm fedden benedits
maang they quickly pay for themseleas. They
are no iegers oplions™ that can be ragidly
acied upon

Bilinwray notaarks should bo regarded as an
essonial pan of 1hr iransgot infrasiructure
ared lormal recognibion by Cainet of the noed
Bow thies iInlrastrciud® in ol ofied i essontial
E'p:n:'l'.: have baen desctimenabpd AQamsl Lnoe
tho 1940w wnlil very recently, so building
bikeways will help rodness provious wiongs
wiiiky prossching jobs
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depletion, land degradation, pollution of the
air, gpround and sea, the thinning of our
atmimiphene UY-shicld and the threat of
climate change i4 mow pecognised. Ineivilised
countries thene 15 alio 8 commitment o
provide work Tor all who wani it, Now is the
time |0 perseven with the demand for fands
for bicyche Facilitics. I there i poing o be
any fature, we must be part of 1

About |5 yearsapo, 1 alked 1o Ere Claxion
QOBE, animporiant English becyclefpedestrian
planning advocate of the "60s and T8, He
had designesd the New Town of Stevenage
which was special because of s soparate
baukeway petwork. The 19508 was o tome of
growing prosperity when most city engineers
thought the hicycle totally redundant as
transpon, 50 | wanbed fo kpow why the
petwork was buill. 1 knew it wasn't a
Emrrnlnfnl-:m':pllc\] LRI R

Erc 1old me he buall the Brkeways becasise
he huad Bived throwgh the gres depeessom and
he knew there would be another one, 50 there
wiould be a real peed to have sale and cheap
transporl. Crkes have adesign life of centuries
and sbould be planned for the long berm. Of
comirne, he sasd, the transport Buseaucracy
didin't sog ot that way.

Hikeway notwoedks are o means of providing
tramspart equity fod fufure generations. Bgainy
means heee must be bikeways and csies

Workers fay tarmac on the Moones Ponds bilke path, Victoris, in 1885

should be designed around haman-powered
transport. Thirty years before the buzz-term
ES D wascoined, Enic Claxionhad the concepi

of “imer-generational cquity™ Tirmly n his
brain and v we, too, peed 1o build | into
our thinking.




