Eastern
states miss

out on
bikepath
funding

Bicyele facilities

o that thin Fanlaral
N Governmenl Gommunity

Employment Program s
being swound up lieyvels advacate
groups in thiree Steios are boginnlng
to roalise that they have missed o
h.ﬂq‘ll}' o what was possibls
Ausiralia's largesi over souree of
fumds Tar bievels patliwayvs. What
worked well for evelists In the West
and the Norih did nei have a
significant impaci o ihe more
];l;+11|1i;|1§| Sjates as ALAN PARKER

n'lllul'[-.-

The Community Employment Program
(CEM was launched by the Federal
Depariment of Employment and  n
dustrial Relations on Aupust |st, 1983
and movided for (he first Gme o
Australia the oppoftunity 10 spend up o
.20 millecen each year on becycle [acilite=s

T'o assi=i this Federal Trarsport Mmster
Feter Morns, redefined bikepaths and
shared Toptways (Bikepaths) =s local
roads w0 they oould be buili with CEF
fumds under the Jobs and Local Bonds
Program (JOLORS).

Local government also had to proviede
matching funds to gualily for these pro
jecis and the tolsl saboe of shared ool
ways and bicyche paths was $352 milllion to
August 1986, Mobe the lunds referred ta
in the following aricke are the CEP fends
ol

Three hundred and eghty [our
hikeway projects worth mone than 538
million have been compleded using CEF
{ards of which $2% mallson (65%) went 10
NT, Queensland and WA whech have on
Iy 26% of Ausirala’s population. In
those Avusstralian States with large bicycle
pronips and the obdest State Bicyck: Com
mmdttees, Yictoria, NSW and South
Australia only 513 million (4% of CEP
funds were used for the benefit of TG of
Australia’s population. The distribation
amd per capital allocation of CEP funds
have provided more than 3500 jobs
throughoul Awstralia which & just less
than 2% of the 104,700 people who have
been emploved on the 19 300 worthwhile
eommunity progects funded by the CEP

There s no ceason why these would
not have been another .’I._I:H.'Flhl.ih on CEP
bicycl progects o 54, Yictora and
MEW, whal was lacking was a ek of
political competence by the Slale Bicyele
Commiliees and the cycling groups 1n
volved 1o gl & commiiment from the
Stnie Government. Such a polden oppor
tnity has been pasted up and s impor
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The end resull o Mollssumes share of the
CEF lHkeesy (unding i thiE  sosderful
shared foatway aleng the Maribyrmoeng River
in the cities weilern smbarbs.,

tant ithat this does just nol happen again.
The CEP saga neads 10 be discussed and
nol just ignored hke a ship passing in the
nighl

As we now know, only the City of
Perth and Darwin really benefited by the
use af CEP fumds and most of the $10
malizon CEPF funding spent In WA way
for bodding shared [osways i ihe
Metropolitan  area. In Victora  the
Minsstry {or Planmng and Environment
partly stimalated by s wnker's kead let
ier in The Age sei up a 32 malson CEF
hikeway constraction project on which
this wreter was empboyed (o one yearasa
bicyck: plannes, The main problem o
Victoria was the imprachical atiiude ol
the State Bicycle Committee, which could

HIFESAYE FUBED 07 CEP
LOFHOEMWEALTH  FMPLOTMENT PROGRAS J0RS
CREATID MDD BIKEEAYS FUBQED AS OF ALG
198G TOTAL FUMS OVER 1.5 YEARS
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i Lxich on o the idea of concenirating
on bibeway comsimuci:on while the fun
ding source lasted and then going back (o
a more balanced program when the funds
dried up

The Minzsiry of Planndng and Envaron
ment {ook the iniliative in Yictosia and
the photographs show some of the meost
mmvalve schemes by soine of Yiclora's
mast paahend councik. Essendon anmd
Enox City Coancils have done a greal
job in using both ther own and CEP
fumnds to buaild shared fooipaths

CEP was Bonched with the aim of
creating job opportanitis for the long
term unemployed and others disadvan

S —————

Bicycle Institute Proposal
for Melbourne — May 1983
That the 520 mallson bkeway net-
work, prn:rpmn1 m the nearly com
piete  Melbourne Hikeplan  be
designated as an employment crea-
ion scheme, and that Federal
employment creabion [umds could
be used fo supplement Wicloran
Ministry of Trarsport Funding

This proposal would enable the
Hakeway network 10 be compleied
in five or six years instead of 12 1o
M years, whach & how lomg af
woukd take given the level of fun
ding established by the previous
sate Liberal Government and be
ing adhered to by the new Labor
Ciovernment. (Untid 19363,

The propoeal i based on detaibed
knowledpe of the 1ype ol consirue
irom necded amd the darect Ebawar
conenl. The Institute clazms it
proposal would create more pode
per milleoen dollars spent than roads
of  fallways becauss building
bakeways is much moge laboar in
iensive. Huilding and repairing
bacycle paths, painting bscycle
lames and repairing the edg o of
roads where cyclists nde have bel
ween 4% and T0% dareci labour
content, This work cannol be
highly mechanised and requires
wene skill that can be got through
eaperience on the job

If a decwmion was made now i
winihll b posaible (o start constre
tizn  very quickly because a
bikeway plan B mearly complete in
Melbonrme

Belomt af the work wolik] be dome
by boxcal povernmeni Aclditponal
empdovmen! creation funds would
greaily encourage local councals io

taged v the Labour markei such as the
disabled abogigines, migrants  with
English language dilficubiics, older job
seplers and women. Bikewsy propecty
are v 1 the lable, Thess [lipures
speak for themmselves, and bicycke proups
concefned should investigate their own
inachon and mguire why more of these
funds were mol used and in parisculas
why the Adelaide, Melbourne and several
minor Bkeplans in Svdney were ot im
pemented more fully with these funds
The use of 510 millon of CEF funds as
the result of the actbons of one man in
WA Michael Hu:dll!l,g, the Deputy
secretary of Local Government shows
quite chearly what could have been done
in Victoria, MSW and South Ausirala.

Cyclists” Views Ignored

Thus writer in Freewheeling T9in an arti-
cke enhitlked Biowele Planning Projecis
Bridge the Employsment Gap outlined the
opportunity 1o use CEP funds 1o imgle-
ment Bikeplan but these proposals were
opposed by small bureavcratic cliques
that control the State Bicycle Commitiees
al Victorsa, MSW and South Australia. In
Victoria this weiter tabled these
documents for discussion, but they were
put in the too hard basket, because the
Minister for Tramport disapproved of
CEF progects. What the Bicyele Institute
of Yictoria [BIV) proposed was practical
and realistsc, but was never acled upon
bul 1 s¢t oul in the box, 3o thal readers
can judpe lor themselves

build bikeways. At present
Melbourne councals are {unded on

BICYCLE BUILDING SPECIALISTS
: a # ALl REPAIRS * CUSTOM BLILT BIKES »
a $-| per £ 1 basia, The Institute pro & ADATIMNG = TOURIMG SPECIALISTS =

pered that this allocation be in
creased o approximately §3 foo
every dollar

BICYCLE HIRE = MAIL ORDER
31 GLEBE POMNT RD, GLEBE (02) 660 6605

CYCLES

Freww e clamg 49



