How fo put the trains back on track

by ALAN PARKER

KYCLE Federation of Australiy Presi-

derit, Warren Salomon, i dghi: bicy-

cles must be part of a rail revival inihis
couantry | Cyrells®, Aupusi—Scpiomber), This
winild pot only enlance the mobility of cy-
lists, but make our ailing rail systems grow,
Foreign rail sysiems that give prionty o cy-
clists are makcing mode ¥ snd succeeding, while
el ral systems slide further ingo debs,

E;J'rrm.r.\mﬂg hikoesradl trave] as o substinie
for bong urban car irips i recommended inthe
Fational Ecologecally Sustaznable Develop-
mend (ESLY) Serstegy, and the National Groen-
house Stratejry which folbves up Australia®s
imiemastional commatment o the Rio Earth
Summit o reduce greenhouse pas embssions,
Yei the Mational Bicyele Strategy has nod
beoaphit abaoiit 3 funding commitment so bikef
radl travel Meanwhile in the Metherbands and
Japan, countries hanouring their Rio commit
mecnl, the necessary funds xre forthooming and
preal progress is being made. Australian ESD
podscy’ and the National Bicyele Strategy ane
lattle meore than kof air.

Clearly ESD is now on the back burner and
we need arpumenis |0 sell becycle tanspor 1o
povernments locked imlo an economac ration-
alistidealopy, The fallowing outlines bike frai
travel a5 & codt-effectve form of mechoeco-
nownic reforen and part of much-needed Ful
infrasinectune improvements

Tobesome more producive, Astralia neods
b sirive 1o adopt “world best practice” — the
"Wk buzz word For ranspontation planning
cifches. Cyeling advocacy should be couched in
terms of sdopling woerld best practice and
thereby enabling wrban rail systems 1o um
loties mio prodids. Bicycle nifvocates need i
poind 0wl examples of “world bed pactice”,
elacvw it it works and that ie"s the reason there
are movw 3 muillion bikesrail users on the Japa-
mese rafl system and 160000 bike/rail users in
the Meiberfands.

Following Industry Commission reports on
Australsan railways, it shoubd be casy 1o dem
cnstraie some of our il suthonbes are cxmm-
pies of “world worst practice”. Australiay
EyRIEEa il only lose meoney bt waste enevgy,
bemng lexs than fully Fpaded in rush hour and
nearly empty mary hours of the day. In ten
years il woukd be possible, threaigh encourag-

g bikefranl travel, o make ibe trains much
fuller and more energy efficient. Taking bicy-
cles on trazns in the pash bodr 15 not praciical,
excepd apaznsi the peak hour flow, s secure
hicycle sorage facilities are needed &1 bod;
ends of the inp, Secure ovemight siorage i
essenfial for around 2% o 3% of potential
bilberail wsers,

The way s open [or change, Musch work has
bseeny ez o bikefrai] podeniial by thee Aumeeri-
can, Michael Beplogle, and, in sll modesy, by
me i Ausiralia My mlpnl"rr:imf-:ptilm F'erth
ahows e enlaged catchments on ihe rail
systemn that Bucycle acoess opens up, as did my
M B bakefrail map ( Cycllat, Junc-July
15992
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Bicycdles and
a rail revival
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Creating @ mass market for
bike /rail travel

Inm the Netherlamsds and Japan, stagions are
acocssible by besycle and secare bicycle park-
ing, including overnight storage, is available ar
both ends of rail joumeys, This is the key 10
servicing Aisstralian cities which have declin-
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PERTH. Rail system & hicycle
access.
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g ceniral business districts and emerging
dustrici employment centres, Endanced by cy-
cle acdess, ruilways serve nod only e CB.D b
inner subrhs and miich cross-suburban travel

The world"s most socoessfull rall companies
understand that, without secure parking i
rearly all stations, the “mecessity™ 1o use & car
remains. This ks especially true for Awstralia's
low dengiry citics. Ausiralian suthorities offer-
ing o place a few macks or lockers al o few
Stwipon as 8 tnal demonstmss their ignomnnce
of world best practice, To reveal the exisience
of the polential mass marked for hikedrsil
travel, in-depth family intervicws by pood
bechawioural sceentisis are needed. Thiz has
rever been done in Australia, por in likely
ufiless § nalional becycle commities commis-
ssone such 3 shody.

For the present, we muast ook overseas 1o
leamn bhow i open up & mass market for bike/
rail travel. Combanting rampant becycle thefi
with thowsands of secure parking spaces over
the entise Sydney and Melboumne rasl sysiems,
backed by effective sdvertising CATIPALETS,
woukd be a stant. More subitle marketing cam-
paigns suppesting that the bike/rail option may
enable families 1o avoid the purchase of &
segond of therd car are likely to be effectve.
Also useful are measares 1o reduce car travel
dermuil and restricl car parking (see Cyclist,
Febaaary—March, } It is feasible but can only
happen through the Federal povernment ef-
fecting a fandamental mil system refonm,

World best practice in Japan
HNod all rail systems nen st g boss. Japan, whene
the bike's potential to expand rail comidors is
fully explosied, has the world's maost prodi-
abde railways. Acconding 1o.an Asia Week (Dec
15, 1992} survey of 15 in the Adran
regon, thee Imm rade &
SALG billion profit berween them in 1992
They are expanding services and developing
three tnicue high speed rail systems, aswell as
few commmIier eXpres systems

Ausia Week also reparted that Victorda's FTC
last 3050 millkon in 1992 and was one of the
region's most unprofitable companies, In the
19805, the FTC wai lisied in the Guinness
Book of Revonds as the workd s most unpunc-
tuad ruil sysiem. Since 1978, over 10,000 rail
patrons have had their bicycles stolen or van.
dalised

While: the FTC was losing custormers, Japa-
nese rail companies opened up & fmass masket
of erver 2 million bike/ral travellers. The larpe
increase in bicycle acoess 1o stations for the
Tokyo reghon and Magoya, similar in popula-
tion 1o Mefbourne, s shown on chart 3. The
growth of bicycle parking at Japancse rail
#alsons is shown on graph 2. Even the Japa-
nese private seciod provides over 500,000
seciire bicycle parking spaces, Secure bicycke
parking spaces will nomber over 4 million
soom after 2000,

Japan's exonomic philosophy supports any
encrgy saving. especaslly of ol A key objec-
tive of its National Encrgy Security Policy i
“reducing the energy wsed 1o produce goods
and services”, This emibeaces transport io snd
from factories and offices. Subsidised yearly
ral tickets, bike pasking and determents 1o car
use help reduce oil imports and makes Japan

e competitive. (B y cotrast, s nalve econo-
musks meely iy oo reduce costs of moving
fﬂ:lgl'll acrons land and throsaph ports, igu.m-iru_:
our welficient travel-ao-work practices amd
annizal sabsydies of 2 el i plus Bo coamepany
car fleets 3 AL well as meciang ECOHETIG 1ar-
gets, e Japaness mre on teack ko realise dheir
C02 emission reduction argets by 2005

World best practice in the
Netherlands

L the Metherbands the bacycle performa more
than 35% of all goume s 1o saatsons. Nearly as
iy people bive ia wrban areas in the Mether-
lands 25 in Australia. They have 100000
securely pusrded, bacyele parking spaces and
many thousands of bicyclks lockers, compared
{0 otar 1,500 secure parking spaces, including
all our bicyele bockers on all our ral systems.
An average puarded bicycle parking facility
takes absout | 000 bicycles while 14 siations
take aver 2,000, Bicyche lockers are wsed for
bovwer vol umme stations whens 10 o 50 uniis are
typecal, Cychists pay about $10000 yearora $1
peer day casually io have bicycles stored in
either bockers of ihe B4 puarded parages

The Metherbands are willing o learmn from
world best praciice and are testing imported
aulomsted Japanese bicycle parking By b,
¥e can leam from them bow 1o make best ase
of ralway siation facilities and enhance the
radl station envirooment o thal patrons Teel
safeand secure even when stations have no rail
asuthonity employess present. Guarded bicycle
garages rent bicycles, repair, service and sell
bicycles and provide transpon information
services fof cyclists. Netherlands raidl authod-
tics do provide car parking but there are four
puarded bcycke parking spaces for every car
parking space. Land prices make it cheaper o
baaild bicycle parking undergriund than peo-
vide car parks. (In Japan where urban Land is
SVEN Eone expensive, there are 0 bicycle
parkeng spaces for every car space.)

Criven Australis's bower densities and land
conls, perhogps cur target shodald be two secuge
kncyche parking spaces for every car parking
space. That is aboiut 25,000 becyche parking
spaces on bath the Syilney and Melbourne rail
swslemns (0 guesstimale based on cas parking at
Victonian stations). As 65% of all those who
park cars on subwmban stations come from
within casy cycling distance of @ station, cur-
renl car parking wasies an expensive resource
and deprives both longer-distance motorsts
and cyclists of secure parking,

The Netherlands made the same commis-
ment b feducmg greenhouse gas emissions as
Australia. part of the reason they are providing
another H00,000 puarded bacycle parking spaces
by the year 2010, They are not slone — the
Cierman and Danish govemments are also
strongly commitied to bike/rail travel, Their
ESDand Greenhouse policies are real, achsev.
able arl being implemented. Ours are 3 con,
destgned 10 fool the public,

The Metherlands bic ycle master plan
[Cyellst, June—Hulyihas o 30 vearohjective
of a M incresse in person-km travelbed by
bicyele, from 8% of persos-km travellsd
around |06 in 2000, Parking (acilities are
planned to increase by 13% person-km travel
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bry traen. Simmalar specific objectives ane needed
in cur national bicycle straegy, with funding
and negolisiing mechanisms s2 ap 1o ensune
that state il authoritics get iheir acts together

Bieyele lockers ln the Netherands are
cheapar o bulld and install than these in
Avgiralia because ey are made to a
maodutar design snd produced in large
qusniitles.,

BLIL STATIGNE TH TORYO RESTON Awn

CHANDTHG FATTEEN OF LOFESS veips 'm3
MACOYR CFTY BCTWEEN ESTS AND I[85

LB
!1"!'1 (R L5 188 (4051 1 %5 LLE

TEETE BESEom SABETL S1TY REEicm

Fospa Ll | e P e f e

188 miiiias 1.7 midtnes
B dvimpin B s (. Bimpe
min PRl e Ruisap s Sy A SR el dias & e

BEERIEIF e e BapieeE AoLmaE
= =

BEKE THE OLD SiLK ROUTE,
HIMALAY, & MUCH MORER
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