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Bicycles and the New Depression

icycle Planning Projects
idge the Employment Gap
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With a new Federal Labor Government installed in office and commit-

d to getting Australians back 1o work the focus on bicycle planning

5 been subtly changed.

A statement released by the then shadow Federal shadow minister
for Transport, Peter Morris, prior to the March 5 election said that
the Labor Farty is committed to upgrade the status of the bicycle as

" a made of travel and recreation.

Mow that Labor s in power lederally it has the unique opporeunity
to affect the course of bicycle planning in all of the stares where
EOYCrmmenes have committed themselves 1o |.'l'i|.'1l.'|.'||: |!|:||||| B projects.

As the states in question are all governed by Labor administrations,
f"{.‘:ll.'lll |-.l|rll-|: ﬁ-llu-llhl sy I:-:‘- .111]'1" [ l.'n-!‘lfl.‘li:tlull: IIIL‘ I':"'F- :r-.rl:rl;hu;'
upgrading of the bicycle as a mode of travel and recreation in a way
never before arrempred.

Coinciding with the rise to power of Labor in Victoria, New South
fales, South Auseralia, West Australia and |1.'|.‘||.-|u.r|q,'. is the release of
i irlll1l|4|.llll |1'-.1::|||.|| I.|II-I.'I.IIIII.'tI-l t\.-lli-..'ll wlde :||||.| J-ur ;|“ prrr'.'r‘_t. I:I:I.“

the bic f.wi'-' 1% Jlll'a'lll}' reCeIving 'r'n-ll.ll.'.hl'lll.'.l'd IFArsporiatiem use.

In o spec ial theee part look at the 1.'AII|J|.||1:I||'. f:u:irlg the five Labor
transport ministers, Alan Parker and Warren Salomon present the case
for a closer look ar what is t'urr-:mlg.' :|:|1.'iI|_|1 achiewed il-l;rm:l.:.i!u-rl;u;i:m
planning only had a rational basis (or the allocation of s funds.

A BIV Job Crearion Proposal

The BIYV has weitten o the Minisres
of lransport i Victoris  suggesting
thatfhe constriction of the » 25 milllon
bikdmy

eral employment coeation funds could

uped o m;|]|=|_-:|'.|_-||| Manesiry ol
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creatigy scheme. Eigher, siate or fed Criwe rmmne it Chis year.

Most of the work would be dane by
local guvernment. Using employment
creation fumnds (MEAT) 1o supplement
Ministry of Transpor fusds (MOT),
This would create a I::.'n-..1|.|:|_- break-
down that would greatly encourage
lecal councils to build bikewavs, At
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EinI anid only $5000,000 has been e
vided to councils h:, the SMamatry of
Transport this year
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following five vear
The Institute believes thias franpore
projects with & high dire -0
teirt showld iccelve wp prin 1
wWe gl I|-|--l|‘| E i
sbom Rl |:.|'|;".' farfed 1m ¥ F:iaT
Severdl oglice firi WLy e
Iu.'-r fcint Acfictn ] Ll DI Fing i!li;.
prropesal, g g sewale of s sulsliestian
m T Age Mew TAFR L] I i il
Comnnery Magiming A W
LEL]] Il Hoan B,
thae Wi Fhari 0ol | 14t £,
i 1 1 f
v il i LA ! i

||n||||'\||'_|:'||- Paapi T
FHEPWIEE LIS 3y



There 15 no reasan whatsoever why
mmilar proposaly should not be made
in all Australian cities

Shared Pedestrian/Bicycle Facility Job
Creation Scheine,

Should the Melboume Bikeplan job
creation scheme be considered viable
at a later date the BIV will ask for i
extension  to  include sbout $25
milian worth of shared hi{'p'ﬂt.l'ptd-
estrian low cost Iflll.'lldﬁE:l and asocisted
access works over rivers, crecks, free-
ways and railway lines, Only a few of
lt'll.'“." ?[nj.!:tl are in '[hﬂ' Melbourne
Bikeplan, The Metwork of rivers and
creeks needing  shared  bicyclefped-
estrian br'i.d#tl is more thas 100 miles
lang.

The structures requircd all have a
high direct labour content. Laminated
woaden  stnfetures using  Victoman
forest products could be built over
Ivers, crecks, freeways, arterfal roads
il raillways, I some caies steel or
concrete structures would be required

Numierous conservation and land.
scape studies exist showing the loca-
tion of wech bridges across the Yarra
and Maribyrmong Rivess and several
creeks. The photograph of the ElL
wood Canal wooden bridge shows the
type of strueture required.

The Victoran Ministry of Flanning
and Copservation and the MMBEW
could prepase a $25 million shore list
af ju:'l:qplqj:ctl. A wufficient number
af prioeity projects J.lﬂ.ld'h' exizr that
would have been built in 2 more
favourable cconomic climate over the
BEXT el years, 30 there s no shortage
of well thought out projects,

Alan Parker

Mew Research EXPOSES
inequalities in allocation of
Transportation Funds

A repart recently completed for the

Australian Road Resesrch Doard and

funded by the State Picyele Com.

mittee of Victoria shews thar the role
af the bicycle ai a mode of transport

s much mone |i,gni'ﬁ|.'a fit than pre-

viouddy thought of by transpos

bureaucrats and planners.

Thé repare entitled Bicycle Owner
thip *dnd Exposure in  Melbourne
_Ifl‘?ﬂ-_ﬂ'l}:,' D Mark Wigan heeaks new
teseafth ground and provides possibly
the' Trst publicly available market
research into the ownership and use of
Iicycles.

Among the T i conclusions of
the repart are the I'ul'lnwing g.uu;liﬂ-_q
facts:

* Bicycle travel in Melbourne is more
impartant than motor eyele and
taxi plawel in tepms of pme spent.

® Average trip rates for sctive eyelists

are very stable across apes and cities,

VICTORIAN DATA. moscur saes. ITI
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PARKS PLAYING FIELDS, QUIET
WALKING PATHS , SAFE BICYCLE
ADVENTURE PLATGROUMDS ' WILDLIFE
RESERVES ALL MHEE FROM TRAFFIC.
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* Bicycle u-.rnu_uﬂ}'au varies lictle wich
Encopme Cormpared [0 caf Gvwn :nhl.p.
Ay expected the repont finds that the
largest user grouping are children
between 11 and 17 years, and on any
_:gi'ﬂ:n week day 13% of all that group
“in Melbourne use a bicycle.
The rport compares svailable dais
an usage in Adelaide from a 1977
I[Udr and reaches the PN sEngE ©od-
chesion that the level of bicycle use is
higher in Adelside than in Melbourne
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Bicyele awnership in Melbourne i ¥ H e t

iven at 32% of all households and Ll ;"

rom these resulis it b deduced that ’-Iﬂ P

42% of Melboumes population has L

access to a bicycle capable of being E:ru Q L]

ridden 1 km or moee.

Figures 1, 2 snd 3 show a bresk up
of these resules, In figure 1 it can be
seen how the sge of a person deser
mines the access ta 0, 1 ar 24+ bicycles
At most ages people live in hoaseholds

the use made of bicycles by existing
cyclists,™ He also states that there b a
preat desl of mom  for increased
bicycle use in Melbourne.

Where Mark Wigan's research should
be most valusble 1o the indusury is the
area of bicycle ownership as related to
incame. Figure 6 shows that verf few
households with fGmily income of
miore than $12,000 per year are with
eslt & mdatoar vehicle, but approximate-
|:|' half of these househalds are it i aigt
bpeyeles.

One would expeet low income carn
ers 1o be greater usens of bicycles bur
this s not the case, The cham clearly
shows that apart from the highes per-
ceptage ol households in'low income
brackess mot owning & motor vehicle
the pareni of bicycle awnership is
|:l.ir:r1l'| te that of car ownership
regar |I|r:..1. nr inq_l:l|11f
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which have no bicycles at all but be. o 30 ADELA P i
tween 5 and driving license age (18 7 T | ADELAIDE e
Vears in 1|lril-'1l:l|ia_:' andl between X5 and ﬁ E g
45 access to s bicycle is at its highest. up 30 = " -
The inlluence of children on sceess = 3 e
o I:-ic:rnlzln is_highlighted in figuee 2 2 E .
wheee the proportion of adula living 4 LIVEL & SR WOLE LS 5
in childless households without access & ,I.:-_.,,.t" mnlﬁ:'sl:l'r
lrtu bicyches s highest. This is also rein- % o R R TR R T T T
forced in figure 3. Ao In years
. The level of use is shown in Fyure 4 LEVEL OF BSCYCLE LSE: 5% LSEFmcesTon ] HGTIEE;’HIETE
and figures for Adelaide show g higher
 peceatags ol usc la chatcisy. l |Se and g HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT VEHICLES
igan atates the tollowing in rels. g ASA FUNCTION OF Iy
"I:inn_m figare 5: “The level of bicycle . . B TNELBOLIE Il:l-ra-i'pIE
!:.IH in the two cities shows that cyel- aCCESS 8 aa I_-l—-”"""-.....--'a
5i5 make an average of 2.2 and 2.4 . £ e i, W
trips per day imespective of age or city t b ? & Lo hucumahaits slshout Hcyches
if I:Eu.-:,: cycle at 1|T These resulis show {:} IC C ES 3
that bicycle encouragement program. b d £ 30 househaids with na 6
mes are likely to be effective in in. ? ﬂge aI]. E mator wehicles :
ceeasing the frsction of the Pﬂiﬂllaliun = = - - Ty e
using, bicycles and unlikely to increase IHCC}mE = . = R =$ et




The big news f?ﬁtl'ln industry is

that in_this country [as Moeth
hrrlzr'-:l‘]Jn bicycles are used Jpore by
middle clsss Ptupllt thin 1!",1" hegs. A

possible resson for this is
esseniually upwardly mob
with 3 eavy dependence ate
mater vehicle transpart the bicycle is
seen by low income esrners as proaf of
lower socioeconomic status wheress
with the middle classes and the ve
rich a bicycle is a sign of gogd heal
and an active sign o FI‘EJI:H:LI#"H
lch;r{ time. B "y

ere Mark Wigan's report be
sulficient new g'rniEm:l i m:ﬂuui e |
soff as state of the art, is in the study
of travel e:|.|;:|rurr time spent) [ar
eyvellst and other modes of travel. The
charta ¥ and B show that bieycles rate
along with other transport modes and
are more @gnificant than either moror
bike oe taxi travel,

The report  recommends . -
tension of uﬂdrul te Sydnev, Laun-
ceston, Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra
and the Gold Coast. It”alwe calls for
the apphication of the techniques
develaped in the report to the gress of
young driver safety analyses. q’hi.l ia
clearly needed in view of the high
accident rates in this age grouping.

The report poses a sufficient chal-
lenge to present-day transport eco
mic thinking and provides the decis
lhai‘.l:h ilr]ll'l- l1'|-: IE::.I: hard :'rj.dem:g'
the significance of the bicycle mode ‘*
Transport,

10 an
ey

Whae iz clear iz that the u;.rin_ﬁ_

transport lobby groups have been get.
ting more than their share of the
transport ation fu ndir:lnc:k-:. The 'ﬂul'i&;n
report is a potent device for bicyele
promating interests to make a strong
case for an equitable share of trans-
partation expenditure,

Warren Salomon

Why are bicycle projects
so poorly fun :t-:-.E

There is no rational basis to transpar-
tation r‘\.lrldi.ﬂ& This has been hig‘h
|i.g_|".l11!d- by a rlr'."-lrlr released research
rreport by D Mark Wigan of the
Australian Boad Regearch Boasd,

This report IJ'L_H.H-B.H-EJ on hic :,r.;h-
ownership and use in  Melboume
estsblishes beyond any shadow of
doubr, that bicyeles are a sigmi ficane
form of tramsport. In figures 7 & § the
vertical scale ia given in persan, minutes
of on-road travel in each quarter of an
hour, for each form of Eransport.
Bicycle travel hasbeen shown in 1alid
black to help show the impnn;"lu'u.f
bicycles relative 1o public traitport
vehicles, taxis and motorcyeles. "

¥

The most interesting thing about
thie rpgur: T i that it shows how
dimporant bicycling is compared to sy
viain cravel, It i most imp-nnml to
realise that with the present growth of
!::p'i:li.rlugF the black ares shown (1978
levels) will be twice as large in 1986,
C:,rl;li:rl.g_ will become as portant as
tesin reavel in Melbourme. r

From the point of view' of allocar-
ing funds this has some interesting
implications. Consider the facts: on
S ErERE, trapy trips are about the same
I.tllgt as bicyele I:rips and the present
Victorian Government will be spend.
‘ing $200 million on fram transport if
m%:.idi:u d-fares for those in need are
included. Why then i3 the BIV having
difficulty in persuading the Victoran
government o spend more than §1
million a year on bicyeles. For that

atter why does the NSW gavernment
pend even less on its bicycle progects?

Ha'}:rwq':l ane -*:mbﬁ:.[nb}' e
cost-eflective and create more jobt per
million dellars spent than resds, and
ptwo percent of all trips made by
transport  vehicles in Awstralis are
made by bicycle. On the basia of mrips
made, about 2% of all the state 'trans-
port budgets would be $100 million
per year, which gives an indicariod of
the level of funding required ifbicycles
were to be taken seriously.

The point at issue is thae if beeyele
pransport was taken seriously and a
fasir snd rational means of fundin
developed it would be in the order o
fifty million per year for bikeway
construction alone and many more
miflions would be tequired for educa.
tion and enforcement rograms. The
ittance of §5 million being spent b
ocal and state governmenti through
Australia is proof that povernments
are abill not pre ared o take b'pp:,,-':irg
tranEport seriously. -

Alan Parker.
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Federal Labeor to Act on B:'qrtlcs
In a pre election itstement l]ﬁﬁiew
Federal Minister for Tramwport Pérer
Mitris said thar Labor wouald :l:l:}._llu-

upgrade the status of bicycle wra
at & piade of travel and recrestion. E

tDurdng 1981, as Labods shadow
Minister for Transport he called for
submiszions from bicycle groups scrowd
the country in order 1o formulare a
new Labor Transpost policy.

The pre=election statement con.
weyed by trﬂ:#‘:m to the major bicyele
provps says tnat Labor will unde
111

8 Make pranii [o states ‘Fnr o
struction of bicycle paths,

# Establish rosd ssfery campaigns
anid research into safer operafions
of bicycles and other forms of
1|::|||u|'|.1-rl:.

# Invite participation of bicyele
representatives in road 4.“':1,,
matter -

Moat  mmpartantly he says  that
Labar rECO RIS thai im pu'nud “rﬂ,'
measires and training are crucial o
pratect eyclists on the open road *_nd
encouwrage more people o takelup
cycling.

This is obviously an indication Bhat
the lesrom of ihe Gir:h.m'l.gI Bike N
approach of Education Encouragen
JHIJ Ell.rll'rl:l.'ll'li'llt PITF.HlﬂItj FR
& engineeting L- Bially ses
through vo the federal policy makeg

The statement concludes that
Labor policy recognises the g
ing importance of bicycles espects
in the proviiion of low co e
for unemployed, the young and 4
groups who can not afford are uflh
of wiih ta minkmise the oze of --'...
viehicles and J.'ll:l:lli.c transpont.

The policy abe  recognisedy
ihaportance of Hecreatlonal o
I:Ii:]n:ln in the area of improved phiblic
bealth, the role of the 'hil:':,ltl: s
encigy conscrvation and enviranmehtal
prot=cion,

Ome of the first jobs of the new
miniscer will ke to comvens a meetin
of all the Labor smate wransport fmind.
sters to sort out the totally dis .
ised piccemeal approach curg@ntly
being applied 1o the ares of Byele
planning. i
MNewcastle Bikeplan
Meweastle MSW: A new 5.2km
west arterial bike route hm rec
been complened in the city of

castle as 3 fimst page Lowal
fuull 'irnpl.:-l:lu'luul.lnn of the Ne
Bikepian

62 FREEWHEELING




An impressive dual carriageway section

ol the new East Wesl roule in Mewcastie
TPhata: Stuart Thampson MCM

b | ||-r lowz al wsses pEEup the Mewe astle
Cycleways Movement (MOM) says that
|L-.' l,1.1'|1|. s one of the fl;||.|_'1.l_ [|1|_ :.'.\,||_-
[4.\_i'||_l_ir1 |-\.'|.I|-.1|-|J|.'Ir..‘| 1111 [l‘l:l country.

The proa i fUppadting the new
poute stated thar it is fundamental to
the suceess of the Mewcastle Bikeplan,
This ance again shows their willingness
to  sipport  govermmient  anefaaties
when they eventually become reality

With over 5 years having elapsed
gince the extablivhment af the Mew
castle Bikeplan Working Pary  the
{sovermment sidl to appoint 3
"|uj_|_-|_t MJ.ILJg\-H J!l..‘l !grl the 1..\_|'\..-|:|r
(2l ] l||t WA .

|ﬂ| hul.n-t (&5 -|'.l|'|.‘|i:|:r|,|||| Jr||.| direcr
ion from top level boreauorats anll
hampers the :in|.p||:mﬂ|u|in|| PIOCE RS

I‘IJl

Brate Government Turns lﬂil‘ltl
Eye to Growing Cyclist Disquiet
Sydney MEW: The states two largest
(FLE F1-.u|l'\. II'.r l'il..'\_-'q.ll:' InsEiEuLe Jﬂd
the Mewcascle '3-5 I:Ii."ﬁ'l'!.'\ Mowemens
Are r |..|-|I:II'|5 4 growiig fr|_|:|I|JIi.-:'brI. Lelid
||n.-|r'%.i:|'l."u.-'1l:'|| the fncreazingly direct
|r||||ru EppETaE 1| |1-ri:|g IJLI:'" I.'-'r l]ll:
Srare Governmeiit

Ragh groups represent the state's
bicycle nders om the Stare 1l.i.;:|i"cle
Advisory Committee which is made
up '"f TErEsEntdlivVes el pavermiment
departments’ with sometimes only “a
vagie af interest in bicycle plannipg
prdsjects. 4 7

Afrer allng ating most of its h'Jrril'il
B 198283 the cdmnansitbee has et F:d,
into a pattern of wallly djscnu&d'ﬂ.
rather than being inwvalved with scrgal
decision making. Some members are,
becoming Frastraved with what they 2

fell iz the povermment's lack of interegy

;
sted justice.

In_view of the fact lhil,rl-:m:lclh:inp;
like 2% of all the transpartabion traps
in MEW are made by Beyele the NSW
eyelist bs being treated in a very mdin
way by the Labar Government.

The recent call by Victorian bitycle
advocate Alan Parker to NSW C:ﬁ:-FI.iilll
vo mde on the Harbasic Bridge’ as %
micans of making their displeasude Felt
bas +|.!-Pair=11|:.' fallen on deal goern
ment edrs but not those of the Tlil:‘_r{h.‘
[TET i ¥ i

The BIMNSW 1 now -pr.rp.nrd b
provide the necessary lesdership to
ensure the bicycle movement's case
is sdequately presented and acted
upon by the govemment

e

oo Tecemmre: that this i eafricd
throupgh to a satisfactory (for cyelists)
conclusion; sections of the BINSW
{which fnsell has a I'"F and diverse
membership] have begun oganizing
lor the possbiity raised by Alan
Farker. This i s large nonwiolen:
street ride on the Harbour Bridge.

A contact for this group wighin
BINSW says that a proper traiging
campaign similar to the swecetsiul
‘Mo Dama’ campaign would be cam-
menced. This '-lu'ﬂll.ll‘l efifdfe an edui-
cated and informed comminity and an
elfective pressing home to j:mrernm;:.n[
of the Cye un“ imovement"s caue,

The most interesting thing abéut
the present problems with the Wean
MSW Labor Govermment b that] its
sttitude 1o cyclists has suceeded idn
Uﬂiliﬂg diverie Interesis wirhi;q
cycling movemegtigplt hag powi
schieved what- many cyclist
selvey have fafled no da. =




